Christmas Midnight Mass
Holy Rosary Cathedral

25 December 2018

Dear brother priests, deacons, parishioners, and especially dear visitors:
all who have gathered in this our Cathedral to celebrate the good news of
the Birth of our Saviour, who is Christ the Lord:
Introduction
Two thousand years ago, the Angels sang to the shepherds of this
“good news of great joy for all the people” (Lk 2:10). Their song
radiated the joy that fills our hearts tonight, for we hear in their singing
the sounds of heaven. And in the manger we see a young Mother who
has just given birth to her Child.
To the people, oppressed and suffering, who walked in darkness,
“a great light” (Is 9:2) appeared. The first creation of the world began
with light (cf. Gen 1:3), but how much more splendid and “great” was
the light which began the new creation: the Son of God himself was born
in the flesh!1
What had long ago been foretold by the Prophet Isaias, who wrote
of that future night in Bethlehem almost as if he were an eyewitness to
it, has finally come to pass – and the world has been forever changed.
Why? Because “a child has been born for us, a son given to us” (Is 9:6).
God himself chose our world as his dwelling place in this newborn
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Child.
Jesus’ humble birth was the moment that Israel had been awaiting
for centuries, through many dark hours – the moment that all mankind
was somehow waiting for. It longed for the time when the invisible God
would step out of his concealment, when the world would be saved, and
when all creation would be made new.2
It never ceases to astonish us that God became a child, so that we
might love him and, like Mary, take him into our arms. In appearance,
he was just another of the world’s countless children who are born in
deprivation: poor among the poor.3 By being born in this way, “it is as if
God were saying: I know that my glory frightens you . . . So now I am
coming to you as a child, so that you can accept me and love me.”4
No Room in the Inn
But the mystery of Christmas, which is imbued with light and joy,
can also unsettle us a little. The celebration carries with it a hint of
sadness, inasmuch as the Gospel likewise tells of rejection. This
happened to Joseph and Mary, who had to lay Jesus in a manger,
“because there was no place for them in the inn” (Lk 2:7). This inn
2

Cf. Benedict XVI, Homily at Midnight Mass (25 December 2007).

3

Cf. St. John Paul II, Homily at Midnight Mass (24 December 2003), 1.

4

Benedict XVI, Homily at Midnight Mass (24 December 2012).

−2−

where they had planned to stay was in fact more like a bread and
breakfast of the day, where the guests knew the owner. But the young
couple’s booking was not honoured, and they were only given room in
the animal shelter below the quarters Joseph would have reserved.5
For the Saviour of the world, for him through whom all things
were created (cf. Col 1:16), there was no room in the little town of
Bethlehem. This invites us to ponder a crucial question: Am I making
room in my life for God and for others?
Making Room for God
Whether they know it or not, deep down people everywhere want
God to draw near and give meaning to their lives. So often, however,
when he makes his presence known, we have no room for him. We are
so preoccupied with ourselves, we have such a need to take care of our
own concerns, that we have no time for God.6
And so, let’s ask ourselves: Do I have room for God in my life
when he seeks to touch my heart? Do I take time to listen to him? Or do
I just shrug with indifference and a half-hearted “maybe later”?
Sadly, leaving room for God never seems to be very urgent. Our
time is already completely filled with other things. And so he can’t find
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room in us, since we have “occupied all the available space in our
thoughts, our actions, our lives for ourselves.”7 When “we are so ‘full’
of ourselves [that] there is no room left for God.”8
Tonight we can reverse this neglect and forgetfulness of God. In
the newborn Child Jesus he reaches out to us once again, asking for
some room in our hearts where he can dwell.
Making Room for Others
The Christmas Gospel invites to reflect not only on the space we
give to God but also to others in our life – to our brothers and sisters.
Because there was “no place for him in the inn” (cf. Lk 2:7), Jesus
takes his place with those for whom there is no room in the world. His
place is with those who don’t belong to the rich and famous; with those
who are rejected because they are regarded as weak; with those who are
marginalized; with those, like the unborn, who are denied the status of
persons; with those who are tortured and murdered for their faith. “It is
in these that he hides himself.”9
And so, do I make room in my life for those whom Jesus does?
Should a disciple not follow the example of his teacher? The Christ
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Child teaches us that making room for others is necessary if we are “to
live lives that are self-controlled, upright and godly (Tit 2:12).
Conclusion
Dear brothers and sisters: long ago, in Bethlehem of Judea, the
Saviour, the Son of God was born for us, but he found no room in the
inn. Tonight he invites you once again to let him enter personally into
your life, giving him room. He is waiting to become your companion
along life’s precarious path. Wherever you are on that journey, be it near
or far, take the hand which he stretches out to you: it is a hand which
seeks to take nothing away from you, but only to give you his love.10
“To you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the
Christ, the Lord” (Lk 2:11).
 J. Michael Miller, CSB
Archbishop of Vancouver
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