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Archdiocese of Vancouver
ARCHBISHOP’S OFFICE

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Throughout the wotld, next Wednesday, February 18 is Ash Wednesday,
which begins our 40-day journey of prayer, fasting and good wotks. But this
year Ash Wednesday is also the eve of the Lunar New Year, one of the most
joyous days of the year for the Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean, Malaysian and
other Asian communities.

In order to allow Asian Catholics in the Archdiocese of Vancouver to
celebrate the Chinese New Year, I am happy to issue a dispensation this year
from the laws of abstinence and fasting that pertain to Ash Wednesday. In this
way they may joyfully celebrate the Lunar New Year on Ash Wednesday,
February 18, 2015.

We must remember, however, that Lent is a penitential time of
preparation for the celebration of the Passion, Death and Resurtection of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, all who make use of this dispensation are obliged
to observe a day of fast and abstinence on one other day at the beginning of
Lent, such as Wednesday, February 25, 2015 or Friday, February 27, 2015,

As we mark the start of this Year of the Sheep, I pray that the good Lord
will bless you, your families and your loved ones and that the Holy Spitit will
guide all of you during the coming year. May you enjoy good health, happiness
and the abundant blessings of Jesus Chtist.

With cordial best wishes and the assurance of my prayers, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ ( Wpichant Witte, 2515
¥ J. Michael Miller, CSB
Atrchbishop of Vancouver

150 Robson Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 2A7
Telephone: 604.443.3203 Facsimile: 604.681.8355
Email: rcavbishop@rcav.org
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